July 1, 2018 – Trinity-5
The Rev. Kurt J Henle, All Saints Anglican Church, Traverse City, MI

The OT Lesson: Joshua 24:1-5, 13-25; Psalm 111; The Epistle: 1 Peter 3:8-15; The Gospel:  St Luke 5:1-11.
Our Trinity series on God’s character, shows us how God’s love shapes our lives.  Specifically, the theme for Tr-5 is God’s love inviting us to share in His work of turning lost people into disciples - to become “fishers of men”.  We are to become agents of God’s Kingdom - even in an age of strife & conflict everywhere we look.

The Collect for today is a prayer that God might so order the course of the world, that we – His Church – might serve Him “joyfully in all godly quietness - through Jesus Christ our Lord”.  The Church has always prayed this way, even when that “godly quietness” is rarely found outside of our worship & joy was hard to find.  
The Collect was written in the time of Pope Leo1, the Great (b? d461).  Hordes of barbarians, the Huns, besieged the gates of Europe & ravaged the borderlands.  They threatened to invade Italy from the North & to finish off Western Christianity.  But Pope Leo’s prayer was answered when the Pope convinced Attila the Hun to forego his planned invasion - AD452.  

Conflict Then was probably more intense than that in our own time.  The same could be said of Israel in the time of Joshua, ~1,400BC, when Israel tried to find “godly quietness” in the land God had given them.  You may recall that Joshua was God’s appointed successor to Moses, who had forfeited his hope to enter the Promised Land (failed prophecy in striking rock 2x to bring forth water).  Joshua, is the namesake Yeshua, the Hebrew equivalent of the Greek Jesus (“Savior, Deliverer”).  Joshua had led Israel into the land of Canaan.  He had led victorious Israel against Jericho=Beit Yerach, “house of moon god” (crescent moon - Haran).  
But the real leader against Jericho was the Angel of the Lord, the “captain of the Lord’s host” (Joshua 5-6).  When He appeared to Joshua, Joshua recognized Him as the supernatural Lord, worthy of worship.  You see, Mere angels (except fallen angels) always refuse worship.  And so, we can take the captain of the Lord’s host as the pre-incarnate Lord Jesus (theophany - eg, Abraham’s 3 guests on the way to Sodom).

Obedient to the Lord, Israel under Joshua then conquered Jericho - not by brute force, but executing God’s strange ritual (Joshua’s generals must have Really wondered).  Israel’s warriors had to march all around Jericho once a day, for 6 days, absolutely silent - regardless of insults & abuse from defenders on the wall.   I believe these 6 days symbolized the limits of human military might alone.  But then on the 7th day, Israel’s soldiers were followed by 7 priests with 7 shofar trumpets, leading the Ark of the Covenant, carried by Levites.
Normally, Levites were exempt from military service & Israel was not permitted to parade the Ark in battle.  Moreover, any 7-day ritual usually would have to include a Sabbath day of rest.  What was going on?  The Lord of the Sabbath himself led His people.  He alone can supersede the Law - So That “the gates of hell cannot prevail against Him“ - Matt16:18 (Joshua & Church).  
On that 7th day, the extraordinary procession marched around Jericho 7x.  Then, on the 7th round at Joshua’s signal, the trumpeters blew their trumpets & with their final prolonged piercing note, all the people broke into a roaring shout.  With this uproar, all the city walls fell flat - the city was taken by Israel.  This is the power of faithful discipleship - obedience to God’s specific commands, even when they defy common human sense.

In today’s reading, Joshua was an old man.  His death was near & he bade farewell to his people (Joshua 24 is the last chapter of the book).  On the threshold to eternity, Joshua reminded Israel of God’s calling them into discipleship - serving Him in obedience - & Him alone.  Only faithful obedience would bring about God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob - Israel to be a holy nation - living & worshiping God in the Promised Land.

v 13 - Joshua recalled God’s gift to Israel of land they didn’t labor for, cities they didn’t build, vineyards & olive groves they didn’t plant - all God’s free gifts.  v 14, “Now therefore fear the Lord, & serve Him in sincerity & in truth”.  Serve the Lord Jehovah - either that or side with idols, the gods of your fathers.  You cannot serve both.  You see, not all tradition is good.  Idolatry & the gods of your fathers are bad traditions, as popular as they may be.  
Joshua gave this Farewell in the hill country of Shechem  (“shoulder”) ~half-way between Jerusalem & the Galilee, future capital of the Samaritans.  Here, Abraham had built his 1st altar some 600 yrs earlier.  Here, Joseph was sold into slavery & later buried ( “Joseph’s tomb”, today’s Nablus (Roman Neapolis=new city), frequent site of Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Here, God had provided for Fr Abraham, Isaac, Jacob & Esau, Joseph, & through Moses had freed Israel from Egyptian bondage.  
Would Israel continue to be God’s people, or would they side with their idols?  Joshua declared - v15 - “but as for me & my house, we will serve the Lord”.  And here, before Joshua, Israel fervently responded - v 18 - “we also will serve the Lord, for He is our God”.  Had they been Anglicans, they should have responded “Lord have mercy upon us & incline our hearts to keep this law”.

The fact is that without God’s Grace, nobody can keep God’s laws & commandments.  And so, Joshua replied - v 19 - “you are not able to serve the Lord - He is a holy God, He is a jealous God.  20  And if ye forsake the LORD, & serve strange gods, then he will turn, & do you hurt, & consume you, after that he hath done you good.”  An uncomfortable verse, it is deleted from most modern lectionaries.  
PBS recently celebrated this yr the 50th Anniversary of Mr Roger’s Neighborhood, a charming children’s program by the Presbyterian minister whose watchword was “I love you just as you are”.  It sounds gracious enough, but neglects the fact that love - even for children - must include their formation into solid Christian discipleship - not just leaving them “as they are”.

St Peter - Epistle - calls us to rise above our natural inclinations “just as we are” - to grow in compassion, love, pity, courtesy - not rendering evil for evil, but doing good, seeking peace.  Those who do, Peter says, find favor with God - He opens His ears to their prayers.  But God will set His face against evildoers.  And the beginning of wisdom is  the Fear of the Lord  - Psalm 111:10 - know that the Lord will judge the quick & the dead.  But in wisdom, we gain good understanding of God’s will, to praise & thank Him for all His benefits.

In the Gospel, we hear Jesus calling Peter into discipleship.  Fatigued from a night of fruitless fishing, Peter, James, & John wearily cleaned their nets.  But Jesus asked Peter to row his boat out a little to make it a platform for preaching to a crowd gathered at the shore.  Peter complied until Jesus had finished preaching.  Back at the shore, Jesus directed Peter to cast his cleaned net once more.  Pessimistically, Peter replied “nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net”.  And then, to his amazement the net filled up with fish to the breaking point.  Peter called James & John to help.  Together, they filled their 2 boats up to the water line, barely reaching the shore.  Peter’s eyes were opened & he fell before Jesus confessing his unworthiness for such an awesome miracle.

Jesus said “Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch human disciples” - the catch of fish is just a warm-up to a much greater, more valuable gathering-in.  God’s promise to Peter, James, & John is valid for our time as well.  We may toil long & hard to bring people into Christ’s Church, without results.  But as we continue this work, God’s special call can provide astonishing results (could we fill this sanctuary?).  
As Christ’s disciples we only need to obey the “Captain of the Lord’s Host” & He will crown His ancient Church’s story & bring her bud to glorious flower.  Many are waiting for an invitation to this glorious event.  
An April16 article in National Review, was entitled “Lonely America”, by Michael Hendrix.  Nationally, loneliness has increased from 20% in the 1980’s to 40% today & rising.  43 Million Americans are estimated to suffer from chronic loneliness when the Church has so much room.  

Ironically, Prosperity & Technology have increasingly separated us from family & neighbors.  We enjoy a modern independence, but is comes at the cost of isolation & relational/emotional damage.  The highly personalized world of Smartphones, social media, & video games have undermined cohesion in family, faith, & community.  But the Church offers a place of belonging for all people willing to turn to Christ in a fractured broken world.  As Christ’s disciples, we simply need to invite people around us into the fellowship of the Church.
This is our Mission - tell all the world that God is Light - Sermon Hymn, v 1 - He is Love, - v 2 - Until God brings In His Kingdom’s joyful day - v 3.  And so, go ahead:  Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace & of Jesus, who brings Redemption & Release.  AMEN.
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