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“O what their joy & their glory must be, those endless Sabbaths the blessed ones see” - our SH draws our attention to the completion of another cycle, a cycle of life manifested in God’s nature around us with fruitfulness (apples, of course) & the winding down of Greenery & Growth.  Fruitfulness in God’s  is manifested in the good works of God’s Saints, past, present, & future.  The Octave of All Saints is our time to remember that all those Saints who have gone before us, are not really gone from us at all.  They join us at the Communion Table every Sunday when we “Lift our hearts” to God to give Thanks in the Sursum Corda command “Lift up your hearts” - BCP p. 76 & when we join with “Angels & archangels & All the Company of Heaven” to proclaim the Sanctus (“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of host”, to give Glory to the “Lord Most High”.  
This “Company of Heaven” includes all those Servants of Christ who have “departed this life in thy faith & fear” (PB p.75) who, by God’s Grace are now to be for us “good examples in godly living & fellow partakers of Christ’s heavenly Kingdom”.  Who wouldn’t want to be there, sooner rather than later?

It brings to mind the story of Fr. Murphy (familiar?) who was upset about his parishioners preferring the pub to the church.  As he walked into the bar he asked the 1st man, "Do you want to go to heaven?"   The man said, "I do Father" The priest said, "Then leave this pub right now!"  He approached a 2nd man.  "Do you want to go to heaven?" "Certainly, Father," was the reply.  "Then leave this den of Satan!" he said.  
Walking up to Billy O'Toole, Fr Murphy asked, "Do you want to go to heaven?"   O'Toole replied: "No, I don't Father." The priest looked him in the eye & said, "You mean to tell me that when you die you don't want to go to heaven?"   O'Toole smiled, "Oh, when I die… Yes Father, I do.   But I thought you were getting a group together to Go Right Now."

With all its challenges & sorrows, we are attached to this life.  But like Billy O-Toole we would like to stay longer even though we know that our time will come.  In the meantime, Christ gives us direction & purpose.  verse 4 of the Sermon Hymn put it this way “Now, in the meanwhile, with hearts raised on high,  We for that country must yearn & must sigh,  Seeking Jerusalem, dear native land,  Through our long exile on Babylon’s strand.”
These words lead to the OT L from Jeremiah the prophet, writing from Jerusalem to the exiles in Babylon.  His message is also to us in figurative exile from the heavenly Jerusalem.  Jeremiah urged his people to 1. build houses, 2. plant gardens, 3. eat the fruit, 3.  have children & be fruitful “that ye may be increased & not diminished”.  4.  Also work for the peace of the city of your exile because thereby you will find your peace.  For us it means involvement in the communal life of politics, doing our part toward the “peace of the city”.

This too is Jesus’ Gospel message - give to Caesar what is Caesar’s & to God what belongs to Him.  Jesus rebuked the Pharisees as they tried to trap Him into rebellion & revolting against the secular Rm overlords - they didn’t want peace, but conflict.  They couldn’t countenance giving God what belonged to Him - ultimately everything, their hearts, souls, & minds.  And so, they just left Jesus & “went Their way” - not God’s way.  
This is the same reaction we see today when people are confronted with God’s demands for His Truth, His Laws, His demanding Love.  You see, the culture wars of our day are not just about politics.  At their root, they are spiritual conflicts between Light & Darkness, between Order & a “party of chaos”.  
A recent article in the Washington Post acknowledged that much in what Joy Pullman called a “backhanded affirmation of the Bible & Christianity”.  She writes in the Federalist, Nov1, 2021 under the title “Washington Post reports on demonic energy behind the Left’s culture war”.  At issue was the gender dysphoria linked to occult experimentation, & the dangers encountered by young people getting lost in a social media labyrinth.  She concludes that “the chief characteristic of denying God is the elevation of one’s self into His place — just as Satan did”.  
The culture wars are in fact a “religious war” of a cultural Left against Biblical Christianity.  The article noted specific parallels between pagan cultures in Jeremiah’s days & our own times.  For example, Child Sacrifice to the god Moloch & idolatry were marks of pagan practice in Jeremiah’s days.  Instead of burning children on the altar to Moloch, modern child sacrifice is carried on in abortion clinics for the claimed benefit of a mother’s well being, although this may be a good reason at times.
Idolatry means the rejection of God & His created order, along with elimination of distinctions between the two sexes & their associated purposes.  Rebellion against this created order is endorsed in our culture through transgender confusion pedagogy, leading to child mutilation with hormones & scalpels.  Sexual abuse & perversion is legitimized through aggressive LGBT-XYZ activist programs & sanctions.  And the promotion of trying out different religions & spiritualities in schools & private homes is attempting to put the Self in the place of God, with the age-old lie of supernatural empowerment.  You can tap into your own spiritual power to find your true identity, those voices whisper seductively.

The internet had taken advantage of the dearth of spiritual direction in most households.  For example, the TicToc hashtag #witchtok, is a youth-oriented site with 19.4 billion views.  Although I have no personal knowledge of such sites, I read that many such followers have caused an alarming increase in “Dissociative Identity Disorder” - D-I-D - formerly known as “Multiple Personality Disorder”.  These people express multiple personalities, often radically dissimilar from each other - different names, interest, ways of talking, gender identities.  Their preferred personal pronoun is not the singular “him/her”, but the gender-free “them/their” - as a plural  or singular pronoun.  
Social media like TicToc have troubled many young people’s self image, as they look for escape from their God-given personality into another body or spirit - a profoundly dangerous developments that drive gender dysphoria, homosexuality, & detachment of mind & body linkages.  The Bible tells us of similar presentations in the ancient world when Jesus encountered demon-possessed men.  Asked for his name, one answered, “My name is Legion, for we are Many” - Mark 5:9, Luke 8:30.  D-I-D derives from rebellion against God’s established order, a dangerous & deadly denial of God’s created order that causes only suffering & despair.
One Roman Catholic cardinal observed, “whenever you practice a new religion [or think of improving on the old], you’ll soon discover that you’re worshiping your own Self” - & sooner or later worshiping the enemy of our souls.  This enemy seeks to to devour & absorb, to create bondage & slavery in the Kingdom of darkness, as CS Lewis pointed out.  Only Christ’s Kingdom & trust in Him leads to freedom & true individuality, to love & the fullness of abundant life.  

To the Faithful, Jeremiah proclaims the promise of God’s restoration & blessings.  And in His perfect time - 70 yrs - He would return His people to the place from which they were taken away captive.  In Jeremiah’s days, not all the exiles chose to return to Jerusalem.  Perhaps as few as ~50 thousand returned when Cyrus the Great, the Persian king offered the option of return, & even financed the returnees.
The same is true today.  All too many people are satisfied living in figurative Babylonian exile.  They are attached to the comforts & pleasures of the here-&-now, listening to - verse 8 - prophets & diviners who deceive them  with false promises.  But the lack of spiritual direction & meaning for their lives renders them weak & spiritually deaf & blind, unable to hear God’s promise of restoration & blessings.
The 19th century American transcendentalist poet, & philosopher Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862) already surmised that “the mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation”.  Today, they are no longer quiet, but are all too often violent, cruel, & barbaric, living out their nihilistic worldview.

But We have the “good news” message for them, - if they would only listen.  For we proclaim the Resurrection of the dead.  We don’t just hope or desire that truth, but we confidently “Look To the Resurrection of the dead, & the life everlasting” - as we affirm in the Nicene creed.  
It is only a matter of time before we become the Resurrected souls in Christ, after we pass through the door to the Greater Life to be with Christ, the angels, & all the Saints in heaven.  But until then, we pray for grace to continue as Christ’s colony of heaven here on earth - as we say in the Closing Collect “while we deepen our sense of citizenship with all the Saints in glory, humbly walking with Christ in the way of holiness, faithfully caring for the needs of others - Until we reach our heavenly destiny & eternal home”.  AMEN.  
2
2

