Oct. 28, 2018 – Saints Simon/Jude Feast Day
The Rev. Kurt J Henle, All Saints Anglican Church, Traverse City, MI

The First Lesson: Isaiah 28:9-16; Psalm 121; The Second Lesson: Acts 1:6-14.

The Scripture theme for Tr-22 is Perseverance in Christ - 1 of the virtues needed for the Christian life (earlier themes of Renewal & cheerful Service).   God’s Grace encourages us to endure to the end - not to grow weary, ready to receive our full reward.  Perseverance, like the other virtues, is God’s work through us - for the asking - that’s what we pray in the Collect, “to be made an [enduring] holy temple acceptable to thee”.

Now, Tr-22 2018 falls on Oct 28 - the Feast Day of Saints Simon & Jude who also endured in Christ to the end.  The Church Calendar, see Roman numerals pgs 46-49 lists Feast Days that take precedence over seasonal Propers.  Among these, Saints Simon & Jude Day is rather obscure (last occurrence in 2012).

So, What are Saints for in the life of the Church?  The Roman Catholic Church designates Saints (capital letter S) dead persons of such holiness that the Pope attests to their prompt entry into heaven - bypassing intermediate purification in purgatory=the common lot for sinful Christians.  Indulgences are ways the living can speed a soul’s transit through purgatory by good works on their behalf (prayers, masses, donations).  Good Anglicans, like CS Lewis, also believed that heaven is so pure & bright that souls need additional sanctification before they can enter the full glory of heaven (The Great Divorce).

But the 16thc Reformers rejected the notion of special privileges for Saints - & purgatory for the rest of us.  St Paul declared in 2Co 5:8, we are “of good courage, willing to be absent from the body, & to be present (at home) with the Lord” - suggesting that souls leaving the body immediately are with the Lord Jesus - ie, no Purgatory.
The Roman Catholic Church has created an elaborate system for making Saints through Beatification &/or Canonization.  Both require papal action & authority based on “papal infallibility” & reports of supernatural miracles produced by the invocation of the saintly person.  
So, What’s the difference between Beatification & Cannonization?  A beatified person is venerated locally, typically in the diocese where he/she ministered during life time - a kind of lower rank saint.  But when a beatified person becomes canonized - full Sainthood, he/she can be venerated universally & churches can be built in the St’s name w/o special permission by the Vatican.
Why all the fuss about Saints?  Their popularity is based on the assumption that promptly entering heaven they have immediate access to God - their intercessions are more powerful than ours are.  The Reformers found this objectionable & saw the danger of encroaching polytheism.  But in folk religion, Saints became specialists for all kinds of causes, needs, & professions.  
A Roman Catholic  website lists Patron Saints for/against every imaginable cause –vermin, burglaries, storms, intestinal diseases, selling houses.  Even robbers, politicians, & swindlers had their own patron Saint.  Reformed Anglicans rejected this as superstition - Jesus is equally accessible to all believers in prayer.  
Article 22, pg607 PB (look it up), reads “The Romish Doctrine concerning Purgatory, Pardons, Worshipping & Adoration, as well of Images as of Relics, & also the Invocation of Saints, is a fond thing, vainly invented, & grounded upon no warranty of Scripture, but is rather repugnant to the Word of God”.
The Church calendar in the Middle Ages became stuffed with all kinds of extrabiblical Saints.  The Reformers radically stripped these, although the 1979 PB again refilled them by the dozens.  
The Saints who remain in our calendar were not sinless with shortcuts to heaven.  All people, sinners & Saints are equally in need of Christ’s perfect rtnss covering our sins.  And so we pray  - p74 BCP in the Cmn service,, “we bless Thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy faith & fear; (servants themselves are not blessed) beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love & service (the controversial clause - is this praying For the dead, or for a process?) & to give us grace so to follow their good examples that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly Kdm”.

We don’t pray For the dead - they are in God’s hands already, but Saints become models for us to follow - models in life & Faith through their profession of the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord & Savior.
Now, what about Saints Simon & Jude?  The Bible tells little about them, although Mt 13:55-56 &Mk 6:3, mentions them  as brothers of Our Lord (half-brothers, step-brothers?).  They were among the last Apostles to follow Jesus - family members are often hard to evangelize.  Jude ranked 10th, Simon, 11th, only Judas Iscariot ranked lower as 12th (Mk 3:16-19 & Mt 10:2-4).  But once Simon & Jude accepted Jesus as Messiah, their zeal for Him was unremitting & in their endurance in Christ.  

Simon is often confused with Simon Peter the Fisherman.  AS, the other Simon received the byname "Canan-aean" having lived in Cana, where Jesus miraculously changed water into wine.  The Hebrew root of Cana means “zealot”, thus Saint Luke called him “Simon zelotes” Acts 1:15 & Lk6:15.  Simon may have been 1 of the nationalist zealot who hoped that Jesus, as king over Israel, would liberate the nation from Rm occupation - implied in the disciples’ Q just before Christ’s Ascension - v6.  Temple priests hated the zealots  “Biryonim - wild boorish ruffians” because they frustrated Rabbinic efforts to conciliate the Romans.  
But once Simon followed Jesus, he repented of his political militancy, & became zealous for God’s Kdm alone.  As 1 of the last & unknown Apostles, Simon became patron of countless Christians who pass through life w/o fame - yet serve their Lord faithfully, w/o public recognition.  In medieval tradition, Simon also became patron Saint of Leather workers & Wood Cutters, presumably because he was martyred with a saw (beaten w leather?).  

Next is Jude, or Judas, often confused with Judas Iscariot.  And so, he is often identified as Judas Thaddeus.  Saint Jude preached the gospel under difficult circumstances.  AS, he became the patron Saint of hopeless, impossible, or lost causes.  
We recognize Jude’s name in the Memphis Children’s Hospital founded by the entertainer, Danny Thomas from Deerfield, MI (1914-1991).  Apparently, Danny, brought up as a Maronite Catholic, sought guidance from Saint Jude about his life’s direction as an entertainer.  He vowed that if he were to prosper, he would build a shrine to Saint Jude.  This shrine then became the center of Danny Thomas’ hospital for sick children when Danny became a successful entertainer.  
Saint Jude is known as the author of the Epistle bearing his name (only 25-verses).  Jude tells that he set out earnestly to contend - to vigorously fight - for the “faith once delivered” v3.  But when he sat down to begin writing about “our Common Salvation”, the Holy Spirit redirected him to write "The Acts of the Apostates", another title for Jude’s Epistle (vs Luke’s Acts of the Apostles).  Jude’s brief letter looks into the future & warns the faithful about coming Apostates & their attempts to undo the foundational work of Apostles & to destroy the Church.  Jude zealously called on Christians to share God’s truth & to fully invest themselves into the work of Kdm building.
Simon & Jude became missionaries & evangelists.  Simon 1st served in Ethiopia & Egypt.  Later, Simon & Jude jointly went to Persia to preach Christ’s Gospel & convert pagan people.  According to legend, pagan priests & magicians there accused Simon & Jude of overturning their idols’ statues.  And so, they martyred Simon & Jude, hence the liturgical color of Red today (All Saints Day is white).  

Now finally, the OT lesson is about Isaiah, another martyr & prophet whose saintly testimony confronted Israel’s leaders (martyred w saw like Simon?).  Israel’s leaders complained & mocked Isaiah for his simple & insistently demanding language.  They compared Isaiah’s call to repentance to mere baby talk:  command after command, rule after rule, do this, do that.  

The Hbrw sounds like a nursery rhyme “T’savla tsav 2x, kavla kav x2, se’er sham x2”.  Israel’s leaders were scholars - they wouldn’t have to listen to this kind of babble - that’s what they thought.  Indeed, God’s Word sounds to unbelievers like children’s exercises & tutorials - mere kid stuff.  
But God responded - v11-13 - if you don’t want to listen to my simple instructions in plain, understandable language, then I will send foreign invaders - Assyria.  Their alien language will not be simple.  But they will be a judgment on you, because you refused to listen to  God’s simple Word & cmts.  Israel’s covenant with death - v15 - trusting in Egypt to defend them against Assyria, was all based on falsehood & lies.

God continues to speak His Word through simple language - for all to understand.  We don’t need special scholars to mediate God’s truth.  Perspicuity (lucidity, clarity) of Holy Scripture became a key Reformation article.  Lack of understanding never keeps people from God, rather it is disobedience & self-deception.
God’s clearest language & our highest hope, Isaiah declares - will come through the Messiah, the cornerstone & our Sure Foundation.  Whoever believes in Him will not “make haste”– v16 - will not be disgraced or disappointed.  Through Christ alone we gain access to the Father & have peace with each other.  This is God’s message through Saints of all ages.  Saints Simon & Jude testified to this truth & urge us with zeal to carry out our Lord’s work - in this place, in His way, & to His glory.  AMEN.  
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